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Cover images: 
1. Portrait of Empress Wu Zetian is taken from an 

eighteenth century album of portraits of eighty-six 
emperors of China, originally produced and published in 
China, and used by the courtesy of the British Library. 

Portrait is in the public domain. 

2. The Chinese actress Li Li-hua, who played the role of 
Empress Wu, is seen sitting at a table in this 1955 photo by 

Lang Jingshan that is in the public domain. 
 


